Photo : Chandra Shekhar/Mott MacDonald

PUR

N

IMA
EWSLETTER

Vol.2, No.1, Feb 2020

k"l0f{df

LEAVE NO ONE BEHIND
ENSURING THE MOST VULNERABLE ARE A PART OF THE RECONSTRUCTION AND RECOVERY EFFORTS
Purnima’s Challenge Fund (CF) supports
vulnerable people who were affected by the
2015 earthquakes and have not yet been able to
rebuild their houses and livelihoods, or to access
services related to reconstruction and recovery.
Although most people have now rebuilt their
houses, there are still a large number of
extremely vulnerable people – especially single
women, disabled, elderly living on their own,
those displaced from their communities (IDPs),
and the extremely poor – who are still struggling

badly. The Purnima CF targets these most vulnerable people,
providing support for economic and livelihood recovery, social
empowerment and wellbeing, and technical assistance for
housing reconstruction. The CF partners work in coordination
with local government for change in local institutions, systems
and policies so that vulnerable groups are able to access their
rights to services and support. The fund aims to reach 50,000
beneficiaries directly during the project and to support local
government to ensure that these benefits are sustained and
extended to other vulnerable people.

As of December 2019

PIGS THAT GIVE HOPE
GROWING BUSINESS AND REPAYING DEBT
Mithu Maya Chepang from Gajuri, Dhading is
a Female Community Health Volunteer, and is
devoted to helping others in her community.
However, she is grappling with the debt incurred
while rebuilding her house just after the
earthquake. She is also a widow and struggles
to work her land alone, leaving her reliant on the
single woman allowance provided by the
government of Nepal. Today, she is looking
forward to a growing income from her new pigrearing business.
Mithu Maya had received two piglets from the
Purnima Challenge Fund partner Dan Church
Aid last year, which she has nurtured. “The big
pig gave me good money,” she shares. She sold
the big pig for NRs. 22,000, and today, with the
support of Purnima, she is also able to access a
microfinance loan so that she can construct
another pig shed and raise four new piglets. She
hopes to start repaying her debt gradually and is
happy to have a growing pig-farming business
that will provide a regular income.

Vulnerable
population reached
18,259

Social
empowerment

6,229

Livelihood Housing Reconstruction
recovery
& Facilitation Support

6,432

5,598

Mithu Maya with
her two piglets
received from the
Challenge Fund
(August 2019).

Mithu Maya taking
care of the pigs that
are now large and
healthy (December
2019).
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STORY OF LOSS, SURVIVAL AND LIVING
HOW PURNIMA IS HELPING EARTHQUAKE SURVIVORS
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Phulmaya Tamang
serving a customer in
her tea shop.

Gita’s sister-in-law
working in their tomato
garden.

Gita Bhujel with her
family; brother, sisterin-law and niece, in
front of their house.
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Her voice trembles and eyes well up as she tries to
remember the earthquake of April 2015. “That was the
day we lost everything,” says Gita Bhujel, 25, from
Dupcheswor, Nuwakot.
Gita was away from home, in Kathmandu, when the
massive earthquake struck Nepal. Unable to connect
to her family on the phone, she walked for three days
from Kathmandu to her home in Nuwakot. “The house
was a pile of rubble. It had buried my mother and baby
niece. My big sister and her 6-month-old daughter
were rescued after six hours but were severely injured.
It’s been five years and they are still recovering.”
Such stories of heartbreak and loss can be heard
across Purnima’s project areas. Phulmaya Tamang
from Khaniyabas, Dhading lost her husband when their
house collapsed. As a single mother she now faces
enormous financial and social difficulties. She was
forced to obtain a loan to rebuild her house and has
been trying to repay the debt for years.
DFID’s Purnima Programme has been reaching out
and supporting people like Gita and Phulmaya.
Gita’s brother, who became completely blind after
the earthquake was getting NRs 600 per month as a
disability allowance from the government. Purnima’s
implementing partner SAPPROS Nepal helped him to
obtain a “red card” that now entitles him to receive NRs
3000 each month. Purnima also provided Gita’s
brother with a white cane to increase his mobility.

Gita and her sister-in-law were also trained on
tunnel farming, and provided tomatoes seeds and
plastic sheets to set up their tunnel. Together, they
harvested enough tomatoes in the first season to return
a profit of NRs 20,000. “We were able to purchase an
insurance for my brother with the profit from the
tomatoes. The insurance will cover his health and
accident costs, and he can pay the annual premium with
his disability allowance,” says Gita.
Similarly, Phulmaya Tamang is also now able to
move on with her life and moving closer to repaying her
debt. Purnima partner, Dan Church Aid, helped her to
set up a small shop (tea, khaja shop) that has helped
her earn around NRs 1200 to 1500 per day. The money
has helped her to support living costs and continue
schooling her two children.
Today Gita also works as a Social Mobilizer for
SAPPROS Nepal and finds solace in helping other
vulnerable families through Purnima, and is happy for
the opportunity. “I find it fulfilling to be able to help
people like myself who have suffered loss. It has also
helped me become independent and cope with my own
loss, and is something that I wouldn’t trade for
anything,” says Geeta.
Contact for more information:
Simon Howarth, Team Leader, simon.howarth@mottmac.com
Kiran C Wagle, Deputy Team Leader, kiran.wagle@mottmac.com
Purnima is funded by UK Aid and and managed by
Mott MacDonald.

